Summer holiday hothouse?
What to do if it all went wrong.
by Rob Parker, solicitor specialising in family law and collaborative law
Direct line 01256 854676 email rparker@phillips-law.co.uk

‘If the summer holidays were the last straw in an already shaky relationship and you intend to separate
or divorce, there is a way of minimising the hurt, bitterness and anger that goes with it’ says Rob
Parker, solicitor at Phillips specialising in collaborative law. ‘It’s one of the best ways to reach solutions
together and gives you both the chance to build a brighter future, without going to Court.
Traditionally, when couples split, they each take independent legal advice from their own lawyers and
try to reach agreement on how best to settle their differences, typically through a ping-pong of letters
and phone calls. Where this is not possible, it is left to the family Courts to decide, which can often
lead to heartache, delay and uncertainty – not to mention spiralling legal costs.
Collaborative law is a refreshing alternative way of sorting things out, aiming to keep couples out of
Court and making the route to divorce quicker, cheaper and more amicable. This is how it works: in
the process you and your former partner, each represented by your own specially trained lawyer,
agree in writing to reach a settlement out of Court in a series of four-way, face-to-face meetings.
Having your own lawyer by your side to represent your interests can be really important, especially if
one party should feel intimidated by the other. It works because it’s non-confrontational and you will
be dealing with highly competent, trained lawyers who are sympathetic, approachable and will
understand what you are going through.
Members of the North Hants Collaborative Lawyers Group are based in Basingstoke, Winchester,
Andover and the surrounding area. Call any on the list and we will be happy to explain how it works
and advise you on divorce, separation, financial arrangements, children and other issues connected
with relationship breakdown.
So before fighting it out in an expensive, exhausting Court arena,’ concludes Rob ‘talk to one of the
lawyers listed below about this alternative that really works. By sitting down together, couples stay in
control of their own futures, instead of leaving decisions to be imposed by a judge in a Courtroom.
You’ll be able to protect your interests, move forward and minimise the antagonism between you,
resulting in a better future for you and any children.’
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Phillips is a leading law firm in Basingstoke, with around 45 members of staff.

We offer a comprehensive range of services
to business and private clients, locally and nationwide. We specialise in helping clients achieve the best outcomes.
Wills, probates and elderly client matters
Divorce, matrimonial and mediation services
Residential property conveyancing
Civil litigation and commercial mediation services

Company and commercial matters
Employment matters
Leases and tenancy agreements
Commercial property

Phillips Solicitors, Town Gate, 38 London Street, Basingstoke, Hants RG21 7NY.
Visit our website at: www.phillips-law.co.uk t. 01256 854642 f. 01256 364333
Here is the list of collaborative lawyers:
Rob Parker
Phillips Solicitors, Basingstoke
t. 01256 854 676
rparker@phillips-law.co.uk
www.phillips-law.co.uk

Jayne Davies & Nick Bell
Shentons, Winchester
t. 01962 844 544
jdavies@shentons.co.uk
www.shentons.co.uk

Nick Massey-Chase
Brain Chase Coles, Basingstoke
t. 01256 354 481
nmassey-chase@brainchasecoles.co.uk
www.brainchasecoles.co.uk

Bindu Bansal
Dutton Gregory, Winchester
t.01962 624 424
b.bansal@duttongregory.co.uk
www.duttongregory.co.uk

Ann Davies
Lamb Brooks, Basingstoke
t. 01256 305 507
ann.davies@lambbrooks.com
www.lambbrooks.com

Emma Wilders-Pratt & Patricia Gower
Parker Bullen, Andover & Salisbury
t. 01264 400 500
emma.wilders-pratt@parkerbullen.com
www.parkerbullen.com

Julie Gallimore
Rowberry Morris, Tadley
t. 0118 982 3781
jgallimore@rmtadley.co.uk
www.rowberrymorris.co.uk

Kate Scammell
Bonallack & Bishop, Andover
t. 01264 360 888
Kate.Scammell@Bishopslaw.com
www.bishopslaw.com

Rita Veitch
Child Law Partnership, Basingstoke & Guildford
t. 01256 630 080
rita@childlawpartnership.co.uk
www.childlawpartnership.co.uk

Felicity Chapman
Macdonald Oates, Petersfield
t. 01730 268 211
Felicity.Chapman@macdonaldoates.co.uk
www.macdonaldoates.co.uk
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